The Social and Survival:
Questions on Becoming a Threat
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ture based on sociality rather than practicality in struggle. The author notes the text
“A Wager on the Future,” which quotes a Mapuche comrade on community resis-
tance, tying a community of self-sufficiency to ability to struggle. As fragile flesh
machines run on electrochemical gradients and nutrients, we require a few things
to maintain our ability to struggle against our enemies, at the end of the day, these
struggles remain those for a self-determinacy of our life conditions. A failing of an-
archists in general is creating the necessary conditions in our subcultures that main-
tain our needs, so that we can continue to struggle and prepare in the ways we’re
best at. What this could look like is collective housing, collective meals, libraries
of equipment, consistent sharing of knowledge and training, etc. These things make
the simple struggles of maintaining our physical forms easier, and thus maintaining
capacity to struggle easier.

Another major source of burnout is a lack of genuine community of care for one
another. What’s the point of struggling with others against leviathans if we can’t
collectively maintain the conditions for the survival of our individual bodies. This
all ties into the concept of land (and space). Autonomous space is necessary for
the project of self-sufficiency. Wrenching land from the grasp of the US and being
capable and willing to defend that land against the colonial empire in the aims of
returning the land to Indigenous stewardship should be a major concern of settlers
attempting to participate in a decolonial struggle. “Towards Insurrection” quotes
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz in saying “Indigenous peoples offer possibilities for life af-
ter empire.”

This piece attempts to look at anarchist subculture as it currently exists and ask the
question of its necessity. Is anarchist subculture addressing the conditions of its
arisal? Does subculture put anarchists in a better position to struggle alongside each
other? Alongside others? Are the bonds of trust necessary of participating in intense
struggle together being formed? Are people confident in the capabilities of the peo-
ple around them? Does the subculture address desires of genuine community for
those of us who society is explicitly in opposition to? Does the subculture situate
itself in an appropriate way to encourage self-sufficiency and collective survival?
As of now, this author does not believe that is broadly the case.

spend time in? Are they spaces of encounter, and if so what kinds of encounter?

In the absence of interacting in and working on a physically tangible project, such
as a collectively maintained space, what do people have to culturally bond them?
There have been things like the Anarchy Fair in Philly, partially inspired by the
Skillshares that preceded it for the two prior years. Other events like 5K’s, bar-
becues, bonfires, book fairs, discussions, dance parties, reading groups, movie
screenings, etc. have formed the social scene of anarchism in the US. Do these so-
cial formations foment viable conditions for collective anarchist struggle? Are they
meant for just socializing and having a nice time (this author is not that much of a
curmudgeon, socializing can be fun, sometimes)? Is anarchism a necessary element
of affinity for these events? Are these events impacting other anarchist activity? Are
these the goals of these events? The listed events are diverse, and the answers are
variable for each of them. Some are fundraisers (material support), some are purely
social, some a mix of practical and social.

The usage of anarchism as an identity category for social alignment, and thus so-
cial capital accumulation, is one that should be seriously criticized. An unchecked
game of social capital accumulation can play out in power dynamics that implicitly
or explicitly dictate social norms that, in this authors opinion, any anarchist worth
their salt (peter) would be critical of. This accumulation of power is more rare when
an entire milieu is participating in perpetuating their respective projectualities. Mul-
tiplicity disperses the power that small numbers of individuals could exploit, even
if that power and or social capital is accumulated unintentionally. Multiplicity is
also an element of security culture, if there's a lot going on, it’s harder to pin things
down on individuals. Anarchist milieus tend to be clearing houses for those of us
who reject a society that rejects us. If the milieu is recreating those same social
hierarchies, just in a different flavor, do these anarchist-identified social alignments
move towards anarchy? If not, then these social formations are just exemplars of
micropoliticking and reproduction of society with different adjectives.

Moreover, scenes fragment along lines of conflict just like any other social relation,
which can create distrust and security concerns. Direct communication and media-
tion are ways to mitigate this (our brains have a cool way of filling in voids of un-
derstanding called anxiety), if people know where they stand with people, then there
is less uncertainty for one to contend with. But it further begs the question of is
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